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e "Tricky Evaluations. .. .~
T CURTIS CARROLL DAVIS e
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S MOST government analysﬁ

: Aknow in the tediows process of
* winnowing useful intelligence from

mounds of often unrelated mforma-'

. The Secret War: The Story of Inter.
national Espionage since World
- War 1, by Sanche de Gramont.
. Putnam, $595 . = . . -

The U-2 Affair, by David Wise nn'd‘
* Thomas B. Ross. Random Home,

‘8495

tion the trickiest step is that of evalu-
ation. It is even trickier trying to
evaluate books about the evaluators.
The titles here under review are

largely concerned with an appraisal -

" of the merits and shortcomings not
only of our own foreign espionage
organization, the Central Intelligence
Agency, but those of several other
nations; so, when the authors tadulge
in what are demonstrably well-pon-
dered judgments for praise or blame,
. one must bear in mind that none of

them has, on the record, ever sprved
&\ime in “the intelligence community.”
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In » way this alienauon is theu- ""“.'

strongest point. !
All three authors are young ‘Ameri- .

cansofgoodeducntion (Ross and de -

Gramont graduated from Yale, Wise

- from Columbia); All three are jour- °

nalists for major papers in Paris and -
Washingbon All three are tenderly

abjective, as befita outsiders attempt- ..
-ing to assess arcane matters involving ~ -
- “important” people. Wise's and Rosy’ |
- style is s0 controlled as to verge on
neutralness; de Gramont, who has ' .

won & Pulitzer Prize, occasionally jin,

d“lxe!aﬂairforphrases both books S

conclude with -editorializing passages;
both are, in sum, estimable examples
of what appears to be today’s pre-
ferred reportorial approach. :
Mr. 'de Gramont's volume is the :
more ambitious. Its subtitle, indeed,

‘is overly so, since he does not dis-

cuss all international espionage but.
only that practiced by the U.SA.,

‘USSR, Grest Britain, and the Cer-

manys. After “a look backward” to

Henry L. Stimsonl Department .of
State and the Okhrana of pre-revo~ °
lutionary Russia, he advances to a

comparison of today’s KGB with our
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